
Nowadays the Herzegovinian Francis-
can province wants the Church to pro-
claim its murdered members as mar-
tyrs, blessed or saints. This is the job 
of the Martyrdom Procedure Vicepos-
tulature committee »Father Leo Petro-
vić and 65 Brethren«. The centre of the 
Vicepostulature is in Široki Brijeg. Un-
til now, 24 murdered friars have been 
buried here in the monastery church, 
and all others who are found will be 
buried there as well. We know of the 
graves of 34 friars.
The Vicepostulature is asking anyone 
who might know anything about the 
execution of Herzegovinian Francis-
cans to let them know as soon as pos-
sible, including the possible mercy or 
miracle gained by their intercession. A 
holy mass is served on every 7th day 
of a month for the witnesses and those 
who support the work of the Vicepos-
tulature committee either by prayer or 
financially.
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Until the Turkish occupation in 1463, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina was mostly a 
Catholic and  Croatian land. The 
new government thoroughly demol-
ished monasteries and churches, in-
cluding the area of Široki Brijeg. When 
the pressure eased off a little, the 
Franciscans laid the corner stone for 
the monastery and the church in Široki 
Brijeg in 1846. As the area was quite 
poor, they also opened schools, built 
roads, bridges, waterworks, and they 
even brought electric energy. In the dif-
ficult moments of the World War I, the 
friars saved the children from hunger. 
They circled their dedicated work and 
efforts by building the famous Francis-
can classical comprehensive second-
ary school which was recognized as a 
religious and national bright point. Its 
influence can be felt to this day. 
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The calvary of Široki 
Brijeg started on 7 
February 1945 when 
it was taken by the 
communists. In just 
a few days, they 

made more than 160 mass graves or indi-
vidual graves. Although the army did not 
defend themselves from Franciscan rooms 
in those days, the communists hit the mon-
astery church 304 times with artillery trying 
to destroy it. They even damaged the mon-
astery and set the school building on fire 
ruining various offices and about seventy 
thousand books. They came in the morning 
and at the end of the day they committed 
a crime against 12 Franciscan monks. First 
they killed them with a bullet in the back of 
their head and then they burned them in the 
war shelter in the monastery garden. They 
murdered a total of 30 Franciscans from the 
monastery community of Široki Brijeg, as 
well as four others from the monastery area, 
which is more than a half of all murdered 
Herzegovinian Franciscans during those 
months (66).


